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Congiderntions in the Selection of UW Areas and
for the Intelligence Support of UW Operations

CIA/RR GR %9=-28

Lo The genersl considerations in the selection of the recomended
aYeRs:

&, Factors applying to the selection of all types of W
areas:

(1) Terrain difficult enough to yreclude effective
secuwrity controls by the enemy but not farmideble enough
10 impede movement unduly.

(2) Cover of forest or other vegetation to provide
fair-to-good concealment during al) seasons.

(3) Climatic conditions not severe enough to limit
seriously survival possibilities over an extended period
during any season.

(k) A combination of position, and size of area that
would tend to preclude encirclement or trapping by enemy
forces.

(5) Terrain that will permit initisl entry of UW
forces or 1solated personnel into the ares by air, sen,
oy overland movement .

(6) Low oversll population density and minimm number
of settlemsnts.

{(7) Location relatively remote froam concentrations
of eneny security or other armed forces.

{8) Locml availability of scurces of water, food,
and shelter. (It is recognized that many aress offer
oaly marginal subsistence.)

{9) uherever possible, location of the mres in the
nmidsi of & minority or diesident population group that
might actively assist -- or, at least not actlvely oppose ««
UW and E snd E operations.

b. Additional factors applying specifically to the selection

of areas suitable for multipurpose UW ‘operastions, wvhich include
sabotage and guerrilla warfare.
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{1} Freedam from organized security forces of effec-
tiveness sufficient to prevent inltial Infilitration of
personnel and the Indtietion of UV operetions.

{2) Terrain that includes sites suitable far drop
zopes and bases for operations.

{3} Loecation of potential significant targets for
attack either on the periphery ¢of the ares o within
Yeapible svriking distsnces from it.

¢. Addltlons]l Ffactors epplying specifically to the selection
of arees sultadble primeayrily for survival of ¥ and E.

{1} Distance fram major urben, industrial, or trans-
portation centers of st least 25 miles and preferably 75
niles.

{2} Availability of routes of ingress and exit feasible
for individumls or small groups but pot mumersus endush to
fmpliement effective enemy asecurity control.

(37 Availability of or proximity to suitable landing
after or pick up points for light~ and/or medium-type aire
craft (both land and weter) and, in coastal regions, landing
sites for emell craft.

2. Tt should be clearly understood that many veriables must be con~
nidered and that all factors are relative, especially in UW operations.
Ko sttempt has bewr: made to delineate rigidly the type of UW operation
thet should be coanducted within or fram the recomnended aress. The fact
that same erese are described as primearily for E and E does not pre:lude
“helir usc for smell-scale gverrilla warfare or as bases for sebobeiurs.
Conversely, some of ihe multipurpose areas recommended are also the sreas
most suitable for F and ¥ activities. Fwrthermore, the selection does
uot presupe to Include all possible US aress, since the number was limited
Lo 2 peximum set forth in the basic requirement. -

3+ It should be mderstood that this report was not influenced brr
the previous selection of UW and B snd E areas by Joint or Service
Headquarters snd that the recommendrd aress were selected withot ref.
eYence Lo any currest war plans or progrums and capabilities of snexific
opersiional wmiseions. Mioallv, and most importent, the affects of poasi-
ble muclenr fallout on the vecommended areas were not sxamined In making
the selections. :

%. In summation. it should be emphasized that this report ia o
Tirak phase intelligence study designed to assist in deteraining the mnst
sultable areas for W opsrations. It does not purport to provide the
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detalled current intelligence essentisl to succesaful UW operations.
Thizx report repyresents only a first step. After 1ts coordinstion with
snd dlssemination to the Unified and operationsl Commends comcerned, 1t
is anticipated that subsequent action may include the following:

a. The alignmeent of Thealer plans and Service reguirse-
ments to permdt & maximm utilizatlion of the most sultable
ATeas .

b. A statement of the expected priority for the several
types of UW activities, particulsrly ss applied to multi.
PRrpose areas.

¢. The selection and anelysis of additionsl UW areass
that may be necessary to support Theater plans, or further
analysis of the inltially recameended areas as required for
thelr expansion and full utilization.

d. A review of the requirements placed on CIA, aud a
reappraisal of CIA capabilitles, especially after the com-
pletion of the steps indicated in paragraphe a, b, and ¢ above.

£. BService artion to obtain and disseminste detriled
information on the UW areas iun relation to spproved war plans,
which will include the location of drop zones, landing sites,
speclific sabotage targets, and guerrille warlare objectives.

. ¥inelly, the collation and production of operatiomal
intelligence in support of the UW areas =snd of cother current
requirements of Thester wer plans. This last step could be
most effectively accamplished by a courdinsted CIA/Services
Joint effori.
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